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HEN | WAS seven years old, my world got really big, really fast. My mom and my sis- 

ter and I left our home and our extended family in warm, sunny Barbados and flew to 

Toronte to start.a new life. We landed at Pearson Airpart—in December—and when | 
walked off that plane | experienced a depth of being cold that I did not think was possible, 


And that chill was not just because of the frigid temperatures (although | still think winter in 
Ontario is obscene), | was a stranger in a strange land, a foreigner, and it took a while to find my 
way and be comfortable in this new land. 


In many ways, my immigrant experience is similar to many who have supported Redeemer 
since its inception thirty years ago. And like me, many of you have found Canada to be, if 
not the Promised Land, at least a place of opportunity and hope where we have experienced 
God's blessings. 


Experiences like those help form and shape us as individuals. Not surprisingly, they also help 
inform the work that we do at Redeemer. Our faculty, students and alumni know that they 

too live ina really big world. But it is a world in which they are becoming increasingly more 
engaged. Redeemer recognizes this, and that reality is reflected in Redeemer's Stratepic Plan.* 
One of the Great Goals of that Plan is “Building International Academic Engagement and 
Excellence,” and Redeemer is active on many fronts to advance efforts that increase our inter- 
national presence and influence. 


As you can read in this issue’s cover story, our campus is becoming increasingly diverse; our stu- 
dents are studying in universities around the world; faculty collaborate with colleagues globally: 
and Redeemer’s alumni are choosing to live the immigrant experience themselves in countries 
far and wide. 


These efforts come at a cost. It would be much cheaper (for students and for Redeemer) to keep 
CVervonie On Cam Pus and Not USC Scarce TeSOUrots On th is Type of in ternational engage nent, Burt 
when you talk to students who have studied at places such as Oxford or the Sorbonne, you can't 
help but be excited with them about the experiences they have had. And it’s more than just a 
“good time” — in an increasingly competitive market, these experiences can impact an employ- 
er’s or a graduate school’s decision. 


Hear the stories students tell of how they have been changed from volunteering in schools in 
Ghana, or at an orphanage in Uganda. These students see their mission as not being limited 
to Hamilton, or Ontario or North America. They are being hands and feet—being neighbour— 
in response to God's call on their lives, to create and to be community 
where ever that may be, 


Ina way, we are all still immigrants — we are not to be entirely of this 
world. But until that time when we are all brought to our true home, we 
have the responsibility—and the privilege—to engage this world for Him. 
Redeemer is proud and honoured te play a role in doing just that. @ 


ORIEL MOULTON, Associane Vice-President, Marketing and Recrultmenn 
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Redeemer’s Strategic Plan can be found in the “About Us" section at wwwredeemenca 4 
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Dr. Bowen appointed to AIRHE lectureship: celebrating 30 vears of 
Christian university education; Worship Conference welcomes Brian 
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It’s a lot safer to answer the door... 
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THE ADVANCEMENT DIVISION bid farewell to three of its staff this spring. : d programs lead 
Combined, they have been raising friends and funds in support of Redeemer 
for more than 50 years. Ben Stegeman, Director of Planned Giving and Bill 
van Staalduinen, Vice President, Advancement retired, (Ben for the second 
time = he came back to work part-time after retiring from full-time work 3 
years ago), and Development Director James Vanderlaan has left to take a 2 
position with Christian Reformed World Missions. lé La 
Ben, Bill and James have 
visited thousands of Redeemer 
supporters over the years, and 
they are unanimous in their 
thanks for the warm welcome 
they received from so many. 
Redeemer University College 
is very grateful for the work 
that they have done, and wishes 
them God's richest blessings as 
they move from here, 
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By Adele Konyndyk 


OU ARRIVE AT Redeemer from another country—another 
y culture, educational system, and landscape. Do you feel welcome 
in this community? 
You have a passion for non-Western history and politics. Can Redeemer 
equip you with the scholarship you need to understand the systems and 
issues beyond Canada’s borders? 


You have a desire to see more of God's world—to visit, live, and even 
work in a country that is not your own. Will Redeemer provide you with 
the training and opportunities you need to see this dream achieved? 


These questions of international engagement are at the heart of 
Redeemer’s vision to be an excellent liberal arts and sciences university 
that is unabashedly Christ-centred and that prepares students to reflect 
a distinctive worldview in any vocation and place they are called. 


In recent years, Redeemer’'s faculty, staff, students and stakeholders 
have been strategically working to impact the wider world in a way that 
futhers God's glory. 


How is this initiative realized at Redeemer day-to-day? Or, to ask 
the question another way—just how is God equipping the Redeemer 
community ta change the world? 


WELCOMING the world 


Redeemer strives to be a university hospitable to students from around the 
globe. Currently, there are about 50 students at Redeemer who are from outside 
Canada. Countries of origin include Zimbabwe, Hong Kong, the Netherlands, 
Armenia, Papua New Guinea, South Africa, Japan, Mexico, the United States, 
France, India, Slovenia, Jamaica, and Honduras. 


Hennie Schoon is Redeemer’s International Student Co-ordinator, Once inter- 
national students have arrived on campus, it is her responsibility to create and 
oversee programs that will help students feel a sense of belonging. 


Schoon agrees with the emphasis Redeemer’s leadership has placed on wel- 
coming students from across the globe. She sees this hospitality as a crucial 
way to unite God's children. 


“The body of Christ is represented by people from every tribe and every na- 
tion,” says Schoon, “When we gather and are open to learn from each other, we 
enhance each other's experience of God. We need each other” 


Schoon serves international students in conjunction with another International 
Student Advisor, Denise Bentum, and six international student leaders. These 
student leaders start providing orientation for students before the academic 
year even begins. Bentum then works one on one with the students, assisting 
them with practical needs such as heath insurance, transportation and board- 
ing for holidays. The international students also take part in local social events 
and activities in order to know Hamilton better. 


These extra efforts to welcome and acculturate students help them to form 
lasting friendships with other believers and encourage them to share their 
own cultures. 


“These activities made it easier for me to adjust to the new situation after 
leaving home in the Netherlands,” said Marije Vrijmoeth, who had a desire 
to study abroad for a year in an English-speaking country. "I have fele very 
welcome at Redeemer” 


Stephen Bowler, an international student from New Delhi, India, echoes this 
feeling of belonging. He chose Redeemer because of its Christian community, 
unity, and openness to different denominations. Bowler is an Honours Physical 
Education major and in the Education program. He believes Redeemer has 
delivered on all these counts, and also has served as a place for him to grow 
in his faith. 


“I have always felt welcome at Redeemer” he says. “Both the faculty and the 
students always have a warm presence about them, radiating God's light as 
they do their daily activities.” 


Redeemer recently adopted a new, carefully-planned international recruitment 
strategy, to expand this global dimension of the campus. The Recruitment 
team has been much more active abroad, visiting high schools and Christian 
communities in South Asia and Western Europe. 


“Just like every other student at Redeemer, international students bring their 
particular stories and perspectives to Redeemer” says Willem De Ruijter, ane 
of Redeemer's University Representatives. “These students help shape the 
community this is Redeemer and they are part of the way that Redeemer en- 
gages its community here in Hamilton.” 


ANINOVSH 


The body of Christ is 
represented by people 
from every tribe 

and every nation... 
When we gather and 
are open to learn 
from each other, we 
enhance each other’s 
experience of God. 
We need each other. 
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STUDYING the world 


As a liberal arts and sciences university, Redeemer has always 
strived to give students a comprehensive anal multi-disciplinary 
education, one that opens them up to issues, histories, and cultures 
from around the globe. In recent years, however, Redeemet’s aca- 
demic leadership has given special attention to expanding the in- 
ternational scope of its scholarship. 


History has long had a foundational role in internationalizing 
Redeemer’s curriculum. For several years, Dr. Jim Payton, Chair of 
the History Department, has encouraged the discipline to broaden its 
treatment beyond Western Europe and North America. “This struck 
Me a5 a necessity for us as an institution professing Christ's lordship 
over all creation,” says Payton. 


Payton led the History Department’s proposal for a new major that 
would build international academic engagement and excellence at 
Redeemer in a whole new way: an International Studies program. 


In collaboration with Redeemer’s Political Science department, the 
History department set about building a solid program that drew on 
the expertise various department members already had in non-West- 
em regions of the world. 


Payton himself has a particular passion for Eastern Europe, and has 
developed several courses on the history of this region in recent years. 


At present, the International Studies Program also offers students 
the opportunity to study the history of China and Japan (with Dr. 
David Zietsma), the Middle East (with Dr Kevin Flatt) and Africa 
(with Prof. Helen Vreugdenhil). 
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International Studies students also gain a solid understanding of the 
political and economic shape of our world. Courses include Modern 
Political Theory (with Dr David Koyzis) God and Global Order 
(with Prof. Rob Joustra) and International Political Economy (with 
Prof. Chris Bosch). Students gain a comprehensive understanding 
of international relations, culture, and society, all undertaken in the 
framework of faith. 


“T hope that the major will launch Redeemer as a community into 
the discussions that Canadian culture and society are having about 
#lobal politics and religion,” says Professor Joustra. 


Professor Bosch predicts that this major will change the very way 
students talk about the big issues of our world. “I can see more con- 
versations on campus about the complex web of political and eco- 
nomic decisions that are supporting incorrect assumptions about 
progress and human well-being.” Strong enrolment numbers dem- 
onstrate just how popular these courses have been with students. 


All of the faculty involved in this exciting new program are certain 
that graduates will have a wide breadth of vocational opportunities 
available to them. They are looking into careers in law, politics and 
international advocacy. They can become journalists, aid workers, 
policy writers for think tanks or teachers. The possibilities are vir- 
tually endless. 


Above all, itis hoped that this innovative new program will enhance 
Redeemer's witness. “It will expand and enrich our perspective on 
the world,” says Payton, “keeping with both the electronic age of in- 
stant communication in which we live and with the claims of Christ 
on the entirety of creation, 


SEEING the world 


Many Redeemer students have a deep desire to go to the very places they 
are studying, to see, live, and work in countries around the world. One of the 
ways this is being realized is through international internships, an impor- 
tant component of many programs, 


Since 2005, Redeemer has been involved in international internships 
through the Students for Development program, sponsored by CIDA, 
the Canadian International Development Agency, To date, eight stu- 
dents have participated in this program—some in literacy and business 
in Sierra Leone, and others working in development in Ghana. Interns 
receive a credit that can be put toward their International Studies major 
or as an elective credit in their academic program. The Ontario College of 
Teachers allows for teaching internships as part of Redeemer’s B.Ed, with 
special regulations. 


“The Oxford Program was one 
of the most exciting things that I 
have ever participated in.” 


Redeemer faculty members themselves bring a wealth of international ex- 
perience to the community, and many are dedicated to sharing with students 
their hands-on academic opportunities from across the globe. Professors 
regularly lead workshops, attend conferences, present papers and engage 
in research projects throughout the world. Nigeria, Brazil, Switzerland, and 
Belgium are but a few of the countries recently visited by the faculty. 


Dr Payton has taught and lectured throughout Eastern Europe for the past 
13 years, participating in scholarly conferences and interreligious dialogues. 
As a result of another proposal from Dr, Payton, the History department 
will soon be offering two travel courses, one to Croatia (May, 2013), and 
another to Macedonia (May, 2014). Students will take in lectures, make pre- 
sentations and spend about 10 days getting to know their chosen countries 
— all for upper-level History credit. 


Students from a variety of disciplines have opportunity to experience the 
world through Off Campus Study programs. Redeemer has approved pro- 
prams of study in England, France, Belize, New Zealand, Nicaragua, China, 
Egypt, and several more countries. 


“The Oxford Program was one of the most exciting things that I have ever 
participated in,” says Hannah Corkery, a third-year student who spent a se- 
mester studying literature in England, “1 made many life-long friends and 
learned so much both through my studies and experiences.” It also can lead 
to other opportunities — Hannah has been accepted into a Masters pro- 
gram in History in Oxford. 


International study trains Redeemer students to have an impact beyond 
Canadian borders, and allows them to be impacted by their brothers and sis- 
ters abroad. Their gifts and abilities are honed in different cultural contexts, 
and their faith is fostered through fellowship with their Christian family. 
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WORKING in the world 


For some Redeemer students, not only has the world been their 
classroom, it has also become their workplace. 


Those who have come to international careers often look back at 
their time at Redeemer with gratitude and amazement, marveling 
at the ways their academic experiences prepared them for interna: 
tional adventures in the years following graduation. 


Brenda Kronemeijer-Heyink has lived, worked and worshipped 
in two different international communities since graduating from 
Redeemer with a double minor in Chemistry and Religion. For two 
years she served as a missionary and English language teacher in 
Ukraine. She is now studying for her Ph.D. in Amsterdam, where 
she also volunteers in an intentional Christian community in the 
Red Light District. 


“The liberal arts major, combined with a distance education course 
on teaching English as a second language, prepared me for teach- 
ing,” she says. “lronically, the math major was also of use: | could 
tutor students struggling with math, and it helped the headmaster 
of the school, a math teacher, to have more respect for me? 


Ryan Van Geest is a graduate of Redeemer’s Business Administration 
program, Sinee 2008, he and his family have been living in Ulan 
Bator, Mongolia, where he serves as a chief pilot with Blue Sky 
Aviation and works with Mission Aviation Fellowship Canada. Fifty 
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percent of their flights involve transportation for pastors, doctors, 
and missionaries. Ryan also works in the office, writing manuals, 
providing IT support, and creating marketing materials. His work 
helps the church and missionary community to work more effi- 
ciently and effectively ina very large country. 


He, too, considers Redeemer a vital step in his vocational path. 


“Tam so glad that God directed me to Redeemer” Ryan says. “It is 
great to have the broad knowledge base from the liberal arts sys- 
tem, studying Business from a Christian perspective as well as being 
challenged by Christian friends and teachers to seek out God's will 
for my life.” 


Such stories reveal the remarkable, often mysterious working of 
the Lord in the lives of Redeemer's student body. They also encour- 
age Redeemer’s entire community to be creative and intentional in 
their international endeavors, and aware of opportunities to engage 
the world both during their years of study and in the path beyond. 


Redeemer’s campus may physically exist on Canadian soil, but its 
world-cncompassing vision gives it a capacity for global change. Its 
community looks ahead to this next chapter of international en- 
fagement with an eager, anticipatory faith, working not just to see 
the world momentarily impacted or changed, but to be transformed 
for the glory of God, 


ADELE KONYNDYE G4 is freelance writer living in Hamilton. 
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REFRESHING, 
REFORMED, 
IDENTITY 44, 
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Faculty attracted and inspired by 
Redeemer’s Reformational heritage 


Over the past number of years, the Board of Governors has participated in a 
series of discussion sessions with the overall title of “Refreshing our Reformed 
Identity.” Designed to assist the Board in its strategic planning process, these 
sessions deal with Redeemer’s identity as a Reformed Christian institution 
that reaches out to the wider Christian community. 


‘PO XBOM THE TIME Redeemer’s founding fathers first discussed setting up a Christian university 

| in Ontario, the goal was always to establish an institution that would reflect the same tenets 
& of the Calvinistic, Reformed Christian worldview that had inspired post-World War [I Dutch 
immigrants to begin their own Christian day-schools, And in Redeemer’s early years, the majority of 
students and faculty came from that tradition, 


That worldview is explicitly expressed in many of Redeemer’s founding documents, such as its Mission 
and Vision Statements, its Statement of Basis and Principles and even the articles of the Legislative 
Charter that allow Redeemer to operate in the Province of Ontario. That identity and vision are also 
expressed in more detail in The Cross and Our Calling, which builds on those founding and official docu- 
ments of the university, and they are lived out by the faculty who are engaged in research and teaching 
at Redeemer. 


For those faculty who grew up in that tradition, Redeemer’s appeal is obvious, Assistant Professor of 
History Helen Vreugdenhil is a graduate of Christian elementary and secondary schools. She earned 
her bachelor’s degree at Redeemer, and then returned to teach here after her graduate studies at the 
University of Toronto, She continues to identify with Redeemer's tradition, and how it inspires her 
work, “While I did not begin graduate studies with the intention of teaching in a Christian institution, 
I feel that I have been led here. [ cannot imagine..teaching in a Christian college which did not share 
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in the Reformed worldview. The confident assertion made by early 
Reformational thinkers—that not one square inch of creation is off 
limits to us—is one that I share.” 


On the other hand, Dr. Deborah Bowen, Professor of English, was 
not familiar with this expression of Reformed Christian philosophy 
when she came to Redeemer in 1996, but the institution's identity was 
still appealing for her. “Redeemer’s Reformed worldview played a role 
in my decision to teach here insofar as the Statement of Basis and 
Principles articulated clearly the Christian vision that I espouse. I 
was grateful for a college in a tradition that had for hundreds of years 
taken seriously the cultural mandate, the role of education, and the 
significance of human knowledge for the Christian.” 


For Prof. Vreugdenhil, Reformational thinking has been foundational 
in understanding the relationship of the Bible to learning. She cites 
the Creation-Fall-Redemption motif as an example: “The concept of 
God's good creation and the consequences of the Fall have become 
very useful to me as a way to usefully understand the past and avoid 
simple categories of good and evil when exploring history” 


Another factor thatinforms faculty teachingand research at Redeemer 
is the acknowledgment that all of life, including scholarship, is shaped 
by one’s background beliefs. For Dr. Jitse van der Meer, Professor of 
Biology and one of Redeemer's original faculty members, that was 
crucial to his decision to work here. “I came here to do research on 
the role of religious (including Christian) background beliefs in the 
natural sciences, and I am still doing this” 


Dr van der Meer’s approach highlights the dynamic nature of 
Reformed scholarship, the concept that faculty are always evaluat- 
ing and re-examining their work. “The Reformed worldview is be- 
ing refreshed daily,” notes Dr. Jacob Ellens, Vice President, Academic. 
“Redeemer and its faculty continue to explore the implications of 
[our] religious and philosophical commitments in light of new real- 
ities and academic findings.” 


Institutionally, Redeemer encourages faculty to engage in learning 
that is part of the Reformed tradition. This is supported through the 
mentoring of new faculty, by the writing of appointment papers, and 
it is part of the faculty evaluation process. Workshops, seminars and 
conferences are also organized as opportunities for faculty to further 
explore the implications of their worldview on their discipline. 


It is not always easy, but it can be rewarding, “I have come to appreci- 
ate much about the Reformed tradition as it relates to education and 
worldview, notes Dr. Bowen. “In particular insofar as it stresses the 
goodness of all of creation and God's involvement in every sphere of 
society and culture, as well as the theological reasons (ie. sin) for the 
world’s confusion and disorientation” 


However, there are challenges that come with being an intentionally 
confessional institution. “There are those who emphasize ethnic as- 
pects of our heritaze—which | share—to the detriment of those from 
other backgrounds.” says Prof, Vreugdenhil. “Exclusive behaviour, 
whether directly in the use of language, or indirectly in the careless 
assumption that we all agree about behaviour, can be hurtful” 


There is also the risk of focusing so much on the construction and 


development of the worldview that it begins to block out the very 
dynamic¢ faith upon which the perspective is based. Dr Bowen 
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WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT 
WHEN WE SAY “REFORMED?” 


In the first place, being Reformed means being Christian. 
Redeemer s faculty stand in the classical Christian tradition 
of standing for—and on behalf of—Jesus Christ, in whom all 
of reality hangs together. 


The term Reformed isa way of describing a perspective or 
worldview that helps us understand or explain God's created 
order. It is an outlook that is rooted in Scripture and which 
draws on historical, catholic expressions of Christianity such 
as the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed. 


At Redeemer, that is expressed through a number of 
distinctive emphases that come through in daily classes. 
Some of these are: 

* the sovereignty of God; 

+ the unity of the Scriptures; 

* the theme of the Biblical story: Creation, Fall and 
Redemption everywhere in teaching; 

* the claim that Christ's Kingdom encompasses 
“all of life;” 

* the rejection of dualism; 

* the conviction that the teaching of divine creation 
includes the reality of creational structures that 
undergird the identity of things, and can be explored by 
humans; 

*« the belief that human institutions are more than human 
constructs; 

* the teaching of “sphere sovereignty,” a Reformed 
version of the Lutheran language of orders of creation” 
and the Catholic emphasis on “subsidiarity” to account 
for distinct identities and authority exercised within 
different social institutions. 


‘Our faculty consider as their responsibility to work with 


students to learn ever more deeply how this coherence-in- 
Christ can be understood and lived, 


DR. JACOB ELLENS, Vice President, Academic 


sees that as a danger for students who self-identify so strongly as 
being “Reformed,” that they run a risk of becoming “only cultur- 
ally Christian” For Dr van der Meer, the key is ensuring that it is 
“Scripture [that] should have priority and worldview should be in- 
formed by it” 


After thirty years, Redeemer University College remains commit- 
ted to its educational mission, and its faculty continue to look for 
ways to work out this vision in their teaching and research. But 
now, Redeemer is home to students from more than fifty Christian 
denominations. “This growth of a vibrant ecumenicity is one of the 
mast exciting developments at Redeemer, says Dr, Ellens. “Students 
are being encouraged by faculty to explore and discuss how their 
own religious traditions—Reformed, Evangelical, Charismatic, or 
Catholic—relate to the Reformed teaching given at Redeemer and 
make sense of challenging issues of the day in our public life, from 
literary interpretation to gender-based abortions.” @ 


AT OCTOBER'S “NEW HORIZONS,” an event that 
welcomes and celebrates those who are young at 
heart, Dr. Jim R. Vanderwoerd, Professor of Social 
Work, read a paraphrase of Psalm 127 that reflects 
on the Psalmist’s words as they might apply to 
Redeemer's mission. 


Unless the Lord Builds 
the University 


(a paraphrase of Psalm 127) 


Unless the Lorp 
landscapes the storm drainage system, 
installs the solar panels, 
constructs the soccer dome, 
renovates the laboratories, 
updates the software, or 
redesigns the website, 

the landscapers, installers, construction workers, renovators, updaters 
and designers are wasting their time. 


Unless the Lorp watches over our university, we're all working for nothing. 


It’s pointless to come to campus for 8 a.m, classes, and stay late for meetings, 
toiling over budgets and blueprints and powerpoints and papers — 
until we realize that the Lorp can do more while we're asleep 
than all our work put together. 


Students are entrusted to us from the Lorn, 
eager learners a gift from him. 


Like flowers bursting into bloom at the hands of the gardener 
are graduates striding proudly up to the podium and out into the world. 


Blessed is the university whose hallways, parking lots, gymnasiums, dining 
halls, and dorms ring with the laughter and earnest conversations of 
young women and men, 


Redeemer University College never has to be shy about declaring that 
we teach and research and study and discover in the name of the Lorp! 
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FANTASY 
LITERATURE: 


ay ES ; 
*, “ .=<By Dr. Deborah C. Bowen 


Y IMMEDIATE ANSWER is: Yes, of course they should. At least, some 

Christians should. And why? For the same reasons that they should read 

literature of any kind: for enjoyment, for enrichment, and for challenge. 

If you don’t enjoy it, ifit doesn't enrich you or challenge you, then don't 

give yourself one more “should” to worry about — Christians have enough 
of those as it is! But in the end, literature will matter to the Christian because the 
imagination matters to the Christian. [tis God's good gift to us to enable us to see from 
others’ perspectives, and to learn from others’ strugeles and insights. 


One of the biggest errors that Christian readers fall into is the assumption that some 
literature is inherently “safe” and other literature is inherently “dangerous.” Check out 
your church library for the plethora of Christian romance novels touted as “safe” read- 
ing for your youth group - or your seniors’ group. Buta Christian romance novel can 
be dangerous, if it gives a superficial portrait of the relationship of faith to emotion, or 
it it stereotypes the journey to marriage and beyond: surely this is fantasy literature of 
a pernicious kind! Moreover, any work of realistic fiction, however apparently moral, 
¢an be dangerous for a particular reader who is struggling with particular issues that 
the fiction addresses unhelpfully for him or her at that time. If my problem is coming 
to terms with the loss of a beloved parent, fiction that either idolizes or dismisses the 
parent’s role can be 
‘ damaging reading. 
Literature always calls Us 11 am sewesting 
with body image, a 
a 7 e a. 

to a relationship of response pi<0fpwreres 
a “Fr ly realistic fiction 
“7. *7* in which the heroes 
and responsibility. all have superhero 
physiques is hardly 
going to help my 
case. | once asked a Christian friend who was frustrated by her singleness why she 
spent so much time listening to country music that reinforced her state of mind and 
her sense that life was unfair; she'd never made the connection. Literature always 
calls us to a relationship of response and responsibility. Maybe we should be asking 
ourselves much more often than we do, How will reading this book (or watching this 

movie, or this TV show) help me grow in faith, hope, and love? 


When we consider fantasy literature in particular, we need to take seriously the notion 
that, as Emily Griesinger from Azusa Pacific University has recently argued, fantasy 
can often be a narrative way to articulate hope. €.8. Lewis said that good fairy-tales 
arouse longing for ideal worlds at the same time as enriching the real world with a 
new dimension; J.R.R. Tolkien believed that fantasy helps us to recover our imagina- 
tive vision $0 we see our own world more clearly. Of his Narnia Chronicles, Lewis said, 
“Lam aiming at a sort of pre-baptism of the imagination ,.. [which will] make it easier 
for children to accept Christianity when they meet it later in life.” Of course we are 
legitimately nervous when fantasy literature deals in witches and demons and spells 
and hecus pocus and other things specifically condemned in Scripture. But we need 
to discern whether these characters and activities are being created in the service of 
food or evil — whether they are encouraging a godly or an ungodly use of knowledge 
and power. | would say, for instance, that the Harry Potter books always demon- 
strate the dangers of power selfishly used, the value of using one’s gifts for the good of 
others, and the importance of knowing one’s own limits and being true to one’s word, 
It worries me that sometimes Christians who worry a lot about Harry Potter books 
don't worry enough about other stories where material prosperity is implicitly held 
out as the future right of every young person, and where having a good (read: well- 
paying) job is seen as a legitimate way to acquire status, 


“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth,” and “where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also," the great Storyteller taught us longago. How long will it 
take us as readers, and viewers, to understand that the world is at every turna rich and 
glorious and fallen creation, where we are called to be discerning enough not to accept 
or dismiss any piece of fiction without recognizing its worldview, what it values, what 
it promotes? “By their fruits you shall know them”: when I see readers deadened by 
a steady diet of mindless cultural—even purportedly Christian—pablum, | feel grief 
for our lack of insight. But when I see readers coming to new life and hope as their 
imaginations engage with God's good world and works, even if sometimes this must 
also lead them to struggle and pray, | am delighted by the realities that fantasy, like all 
food fiction, can nurture in our lives, @ 
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DR. DEBORAH C, BOWEN is Professor of English at Redeemer. 
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* Around the corner, around the world 


EADING WEEK IS more than just an opportunity for fun in the 


sun. Many Redeemer students spent their break from classes this 


Re d eemer stu d ents le arn and ebruary in service to others, both locally and around the world. 
serve onm | S S| on tri ps Here is asummiary of three mission trips that were organized by Redeemer 


staff and students. 


DOWNTOWN HAMILTON 2y Faith Juma 


Redeemer has long had a presence in downtown Hamilton, and for many 
years has had students volunteer in the area during the February break. 
The theme of this year’s Hamilton Mission Trip was Service-Learning. This 
year's trip was led by Jordanna Laman, who partnered with friends from 
the organization Move-In to lead students on a 5-day trip that centered 
on exposure, experience, and information. For this Reading Break, eight 
Redeemer students voluntarily adjusted their standard of living, includ- 
ing staying in the John and Cannon apartments in Hamilton's north end, 
The goal was to walk in the same footsteps, ride the same clevator, shop 
at the same grocery store and walk the same streets as those in the neigh- 
bourhood. Throughout the week the group also partnered with downtown 
agencies such as Living Rock, The Globe, and Homestead, Much of the trip 
was spent in conversations about helpful and hurtful ways to offer service. 


oo i a ! The climax of the trip was a Kids’ Day event held on Family Day, where the 


AMSTERDAM By Eileen Fallon 


an Evensong Gregorian Chant led by women. 


MEXICO By Amanda Leblanc 


Seventeen Redeemer students participated in this year’s Mexico Missions Trip. They worked with Life Challenge International, an organi- 
zation with a vision to see the El Paso and Juarez communities transformed by God's truth and love. While working in El Paso, Redeemer 
students were able to re-locate a playground that LCI will be using as one of their community centers. They also restored an old sta ge that 
will be used for outreach, and had the opportunity to build relationships with and encourage high school students commuting from Juarez. 
While visiting Juarez, students ran programs for children and youth, including Bible lessons and a small soccer tournament. They visited 
families, shelters and community centers, and were involved in a street outreach concert, 


group invited neighborhood kids to join in an afternoon of food and fun. 


Ten Redeemer students and I spent a week working with a diverse group 
of people who have been ministering to the Amsterdam community for 
years. Our experiences ranged from having dinner with a Mexican woman 
who has been befriending ladies in the Red Light District for 18 years, to 
joining men, who through soccer, have an outreach to Muslim boys, to hav- 
ing discussions with a street pastor who hosts a philosophy group for his 
homeless friends. The diversity also extended to our worship. This year 
we attended four distinct services: Taize, English Reformed, mass in a 
Catholic church that had been established on the busiest shopping street 
in Amsterdam during the days when Catholics had to meet discreetly, and 


There has been much discussion of late about the role and effectiveness of sending young people on short-term mission projects like this, 
but after leading more than 20 such service-learning trips, Eileen Fallon certainly sees the benefit, “It's a privilege to journey with students 
who have the desire to experience life and to see the joy that can be found in different cultures. But it is also good for them to realize the 
brokenness of the world and the tragic outcomes of systems that aren't working, Students sec God's faithfulness at work, and they often 
come to learn about their own strengths in these experiences, And often, they also recognize where they're not called to be, which can be 


just as beneficial.” @ 
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Celebrating a Remarkable Generation 


Redeemer's Heritage Collection 
documents an institution's founders 
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HERE 18 MUCH to look forward to as Redeemer 

University College prepares to celebrate its 30" anniver- 

sary this fall. However, one of the realities of this hallmark 
is thar the ranks of the generation that founded Redeemer is start- 
ing to thin. 


These folks—largely immigrants from post-World War [1 Holland 

-are a remarkable lot, with remarkable stories to share, Dr. Harry 
Van Dyke, Professor Emeritus of History at Redeemer, has been 
collecting their stories for many years as part of an ambitious pro- 
ject called the Heritage Collection. 


The project was born out of an assignment that Prof. Van Dyke 
gave in his 20" Century History course. “I always gave students 
the option of submitting, instead of a research paper, an interview 
with a survivor of World War II and/or of their emigration ad- 
venture.” But rather than just return the assignments, Prof. Van 
Dyke collected the audio-tapes and transeripts of more than 200 
of these interviews. 


The Heritage Collection itself was informally set up in the early 
‘00s by Van Dyke, Dr. Harry Van Belle (another pioneer faculty 
member) and Dr. Michael Fallon, one of Van Dyke's former stu- 
dents. Redeemer’s Librarian Janny Eikelboom and then-Board 
member Walter Neutel of the National Archives in Ottawa served 
as resouree persons, “Wan Belle had done a lot of inter-generational 
interviewing in the interest of developmental psychology, notes 
Prof. Van Dyke, “and Fallon had interviewed hundreds of Dutch- 
Canadian farmers in Southern Ontario for his research work at 


the University of Guelph. As for me, | am the son of immigrants 
and I already had the interview project going” 


Prof, Van Dyke is passionate about this group and this project. 
“Redeemer has a unique constituency, and their stories need to be 
recorded and saved. They need not be detailed, academic papers; the 
best stories are found in the so-called ‘ego-documents’ such as mem- 
irs or autobiographical sketches. We want people to share with us 
what their Opa or Oma wants the grandchildren to know. ” 


The Heritage Collection is housed in the Rare Books room in the 
Peter Turkstra Library. Besides the taped interviews, it possesses 
published and non-published autobiographies of Dutch-Canadians 
and other related archival material. Prof. Van Dyke is hopeful that 
it will continue to grow over the years ta come (see below), and he 
is making plans for the collection. “This is such a treasure trove of 
historical resources. We may already have enough material to war- 
rant a grant from Heritage Canada to set up more detailed archival 
facilities on the college's premises.” 

And what will eventually become ofall these stories and data? “Above 
all,” says Prof, Van Dyke, “it is the story of God's people and Canada’s 
history. And if for no other reason, they should be preserved. Who 
knows what information future researchers will glean from the 
material? Perhaps a furure linguist may someday want to study the 
audio tapes to learn how first- and second- generation Dutch immi- 
grants pronounced their English! But the fact thar this is being held 
ala university such as Redeemer is most appropriate. ™ 


DE. VAN DYKE encourages peaple to contribute to the Heritage Collection. Uf 
you have stortes or materials to contribure—phorographs, mementoes and souve- 
firs, travel documents, church bulletins, work contracts, house deeds, correspon: 
dence with “fieldmen” ete.—please contact him via e-mail vandyke@redeemer, 
ca, or by mail Dr Harry Van Dyke - Heritage Collection, Redeemer University 
College, 777 Garner Road East, Ancaster, ON, LOK 14, 
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Engaging Music Weekend. 


Regrets collect like old friends 

Here to relieve your darkest moments 
f can see no way, [can see no way 
And all of the ghouls come out.to play 


ORE THAN 100 students listened intently as “Shake 

It Our” by Florence and the Machine came blast- 

ing through the sound system. After the song ended, 
small groups of students formed to discuss the song, all part of 
Redeemer's first “Engaging Music Weekend,” held on campus ear- 
lier this winter. This weekend featured several events to help stu- 
dents examine and discern popular culture and more specifically 
je »pular THLUSic. 


The weekend started with a presentation by Ken Heffner, the 
Director of Student Activities at Calvin College, who also serves 
as the Director of the Festival of Faith and Music. He walked 
students through the false dualism that is often set up between 
Christian and non-Christian artists, as well as between so called 
high art (classical music) and low art (rock/pop). 


Later that night, five acts featuring 24 Redeemer students per- 
formed in the Battle of the Bands in front of over 200 fans, friends, 
and family. Some groups had been together for several years and 
others had only formed recently just for this annual competition. 
After each 20-minute performance, the panel of judges—which 
included Graham Rockingham (Music Editor af The Hamilton 
Spectator), Ken Heffner, and Jonathan Baker (Music Professor at 
Redeemer)—provided comments and feedback. 


The People’s Choice winner this year was Miniver Sail, a folk 
act which the judges commended for it’s strong lyrics. The over- 
all winner as chosen by the judges was Plato's Cave, an act that 


i 
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formed specifically for the Battle of the Bands. The judges were 
impressed with their musicianship, and encouraged the group to 
continue ta practice to find their unique sound, 


Later that weekend, students and members of the community 
gathered for a second presentation from Ken Heffner, which fo- 
cused on practicing how to listen to music. Several different piec- 
es of music—from M83, Cut Copy, Sufjan Stevens and more—were 
featured. and participants had a chance to engage with the music 
and lyrics. Saturday afternoon also featured a presentation fram 
Scott Orr, the owner of Other Songs Music Co, Scott's record label 
won a 2011 Hamilton Music Award for best independent record 
label. Scott led a very practical workshop on the Do's and Don'ts 
of Do-it-Yourself marketing for the independent musician. Topics 
addressed included Facebook, piracy, websites, merchandise and 
live shows. 


The weekend closed with a concert by Miniver Sail and a number 
of professional acts, including Allosaurus (featuring two Redeemer 
alumni), well-known Hamilton musician Jacob Moon, and the 
unique, piano-based punk of London ON's To Tell. 


The Engaging Music Weekend was created for the Christian mu- 
sic-listener as well as the Christian music-performer, and each 
was given a number of tools and opportunities to practice active 
listening. engagement and discernment of popular music. While 
no plans have been formalized yet for similar event next year, 
Redeemer continues to look for unique ways to explore this im- 
porta hit topic, anal fo Support those whi play. |_| 


MICAH VAN DLJ is the Activities and Orientation Coordinator at Redeemer. 
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Redeemer community 


VERY SECOND FRIDAY of the month, the stores and galleries in downtown 
Hamilton showcase the creativity and talent of local artists. For years, the James 
Street North Art Crawl has been a highlight for art lovers, including those in the 
Redeemer community. This year, however, Redeemer has had special invelvement in the 
event, and with it, the opportunity to connect with Hamilton's art scene in new ways. 


Professor James Tughan, a member of Redeemer’s Art faculty, headed up student ex- 
hibitions at the Art Crawl, In February, his second-year art students saw their work 
displayed at the PERSONA exhibition at the New City Church art space. For most of 
these artists it was their first public exhibition anywhere, and their work was very well 
received. There was an equally enthusiastic response from that church community the 
follawing Sunday. 


“The pearl in the oyster is the discovery for them—and the Crawl art community 
that our grads are now producing very sophisticated work that is utterly unique on the 
Crawl,” says Professor Tughan. “Perhaps the best example is Tyler Van Holst ‘11, who 
has been discovered there, and is about to hit the Toronto market as a result. He's one of 
ours, and that is in part due to our support of him here and there” 


The 2012 academic year has brought another exciting opportunity for Tughan: the po- 
sition of Artist in Residence at Redeemer, For the winter term, he has been working 
in studio on a drawing project and has been available to students, staff and faculty to 
discuss the project. This work will culminate in a final exhibition next fall in his James 
Street gallery, JNAC. 


“This role allows me to be accessible to my students here, and to demonstrate just what 
it takes to complete one of my drawings? Tughan explains. “I am offering the Redeemer 
community a chance to understand and demystify what a professional artist is and does... 
It takes a lot of craftsmanship, tenacity and prophetic intelligence to be faithful to God 
in this calling” 


Tughan’s work is featured at his website, www.jamestughan.blogspot.com, 
Find out more about the Art Crawl at wwwjamesstreetnorth.ca 


JAMES TUG RL 
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Open House attract 
business leaders 


EDEEMER WELCOMED LOCAL business leaders to its 11" 

Annual Business Partnership Open House this past November. 

The keynote speaker, well-known Hamilton businessman Mark 
Chamberlain of Trivaris, shared his passion for the revitalization of 
Downtown Hamilton and lauded Redeemer’s partnership with Jobs 
Prosperity Collaborative. The Open House also allows Redeemer to 
recognize those companies who sponsor scholarships, and to celebrate the 
students selected to receive the awards. This year’s event is scheduled for 
Thursday, November 15. 


From the Chair to the Bench 


NNO MELIERS, THE CHAIR of Redeemer’s Board of Governors, has been 
appointed by the Attorney General of Ontario to be a judge in the Ontario 
Court of Justice, 


This appointment is a significant honour and accomplishment for Mr. Meijers. 
Unfortunately, however, the Court’s gain is also Redeemer’s loss. Because of his 
appointment, Meijers must resign from all governance boards on which he serves, 
including those of Redeemer and Unity Christian High School in Barrie. 


President Krygsman calls the appointment bittersweet. “The appointment speaks 
well of Redeemer and of the quality of candidates that serve on our Board. Enno 
brought to his work for Redeemer a strong passion for Christian education, 

wise and judicious leadership, and a gentle, inclusive, and gracious tone to our 
deliberations. Clearly, the Attorney General has seen some of those gifts in Enno. 
We will miss his service to Redeemer? Board Vice-Chair, Charlie Fluit, will be 
acting chair until Board elections in September. 


United Way Campaign reflects Redeemer Welcomes Synod 
community involvement EDEEMER WILL BE welcoming to campus the Synod of the 


Christian Retormed Church in North America (CRENA) Ancaster 


q EDEEM ER EM PLOYEES RAISED more Christian Reformed Church 4A ill he the host CONPTCLALLON fi if the 
than $5700 this year through their annual denomination’s annual assembly, which will meet from June 8 — 14. 
-ampaign for the United Way of Hamilton 
and Burlington, At the Wrap-Up Social, President Wore than 185 s, along with a 
Krygsman expressed his endorsement and support for representatives w part in Synod, and ral hundred guests are 
the campalen. “Tt is our Way Tt help those in need,” he also expected over the course of the event. Most of SVT idl’ deliberations 
noted, “It is also a way for us to show our community ‘A place in Redeemer’s Auditorium. Breakout sessions and meetings 
that we are involved and engaged in solutions that will be held in the classrooms, and delegates will be housed in Redeemer's 
make a difference townhouse-style residences and fed in the campus dining halls. 


“There is a very strong relationship between Redeemer and the CRCNAS 
notes Dr Hubert Krygsman,. Redeemer’s president. “We are grateful 


for the opportunity to serve the denomination in this way, and we look 


forward to sharing with delegates all that south western Ontario, and 


Redeemer, has to offer” 


United Way 


Leadership Scholarships at Redeemer 


4 qualities in their schools, communities and churches, These scholarships are a way to attract promising young leaders to 


Ke YEAR REDEEMER provides scholarships valued at $2,000 to twenty first-year students who demonstrate leadership 


4 Redeemer and to recognize the ways in which they have made meaningful contributions in their home communities. 


While at Redeemer, students have a number of opportunities to develop their leadership abilities and explore new avenues. Leadership 
roles exist in residence life, worship, student senate, athletics, academic and activity clubs, community organizations and ministries. 
Learn about one of our leadership scholars, Melissa Hogeboom in the article below, 


LEADERSHIP SCHOLAR PROFILE 


Melissa Hogeboom came to Redeemer in September 
2008 as one of 20 first-year Leadership Scholarship 
recipients. Melissa qualified for the award because of 
her involvement in her school, church and community 
in her home town of Kingston. She had served as co- 
president of her school's student council, volunteered 
to teach English to new residents of Canada from 
Korea, organized blood donor clinics at her high school, 
and raised money for the Canadian Cancer Society by 
shaving her head. 


A Psychology major with a minor in Social Work, Melissa 
has sought new opportunities to grow and contribute 
during her four years at Redeemer. As a first-year 
student she drew media attention when she met Chantel 
Kreviazuk’s challenge to raise money for WarChild. Ms 
Kreviazuk offered to perform at universities that raised 
$2,500 for the charity. Melissa took up the cause— 
including shaving her head for charity—and raised over 
$5,000. Bald but beaming, Melissa introduced Chantel 
Kreviazuk to an enthusiastic audience in Redeemer's 
Auditorium, 


In her second year, Melissa joined the Spiritual Activities 
and Services group on campus and volunteered at 
Living Rock Ministries in downtown Hamilton. That led 
to summer jobs and volunteer experiences with many 
different agencies, working especially with adolescent 
girls at risk. “I really loved investing time in that,” 
recalls Melissa, “especially with girls who didn’t have 
strong female role models at home.” 


While Melissa felt a calling to Hamilton's downtown, 


Calling All Leaders! 


she also felt compelled to go abroad. She recently 
completed a semester-long internship with Redeemer's 
students for Development program in Ghana, where 

she provided training in literacy and business skills for a 
group of women in the Ghanaian village of Asamankese. 

She recalls that after several weeks women participants 
opened up to her about the realities for women in | 
Ghana: They were just pouring their hearts out and | 
remember thinking that they've been through so much 

and they re so strong.” 


Melissa will return to Redeemer in the fall of 201? to 
complete three courses. Of that she’s fairly sure. As for 
what follows—she is open to wherever God may lead. 


We are asking business leaders to partner with us to support our student leaders by funding a leadership scholarship. For businesses 
owners, this is an opportunity to demonstrate your commitment to nurturing Christian leadership. 


For more information on funding Leadership Scholarships, contact Judith Drost Storey, 905-648-2139, ext, 4475, jdrost@redeemerca. 
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OFF GARNER 


ALUMNI COUNCIL 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


that foster community in a number of ways. The 

Redeemer Alumni Mentoring Program (RAMP) continues 
to work with our Learning Communities, bringing in alumni 
for presentations and discussions with current students about 
experiences at Redeemer and beyond. In February five alumni 
—Cassie Ayrheart ‘11, Richard Oosterhoff'05, Tim Ubbens ‘10, 
Stephen VanderKlippe ‘05, and Mark van der Woerd ‘07—met with 
25 science students over a casual dinner. The next RAMP event is 
scheduled for Fall, 2012 in partnership with the Histary Learning 
Community. 


dk HE ALUMNI COUNCIL is working to build relationships 


The Council is also committed to transparent and clear 
relationships with its members and with the university. To this 
end, the Council recently updated its constitution and by-laws, 
and prepared a Memorandum of Understanding (pending) 
between the Association and the University. We have active and 
growing Facebook (Redeemer Alumni Association) and Linkedin 
(Redeemer University College Alumni) communities, 

Upcoming events include the Alumni-sponsored Parent & Spouse 


ITS COMFORTING 


TO COME HOMIE 


Serving Flamborough, Burlington, Hamilton 
Ancaster, Dundas & Grimsby from our bi 
or ina church building of your choice. 


speak to Rick Ludwig or Henry Sieders today to 
learn more about how you can plan ahead and 
help your family in their time of need. 


146 Mill Street Worth 
Waterdown, OW 


a 
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Reception at Commencement on May 26, the 7 Annual Redeemer 
Golf Tournament on July 18 and the 16" Annual Alumni & Friends 
Golf Tournament on September 15, Mark your calendar and get 
your team together for two great days of friendly competition. On 
September 29, we invite you, your friends and family to join us for 
an afternoon to reDiscover Redeemer. Watch for details on these 
events on Facebook, Linkedin and at wwwiredeemerca,‘alumni. 


MNI 


ASSOCIATION 


The Council is currently searching for three new members to 
replace outgoing members. The Council convenes five times a year 
for dinner meetings at the University. Any former student who has 
completed eight or more courses is a member of the Association and 
is ¢ligible to serve on the Alumni Council, For more information see 
wwwiredeemer.ca/alumni/governance or contact Valerie Louter at 
viouter@redeemerca or 905.648.2139 x4233. © 


JAKOB VANDORF ‘06 is President af the Redeemer Alumni Council 


Leaders Needed for 
Alumni Council 


We need to fill up to 3 member-at-large positions 
starting in the 2012/13 academic year (September 
2012). The key role of Council members is to 
advance the mission of the Alumni Association — 
building relationships that foster community. Council 
Members are responsible ta: 


1, Manage and direct the affairs of the Association (each 
member-at-large serves on at least one committee): 


2, Actively participate in the work of the Association (including 
financial support via mandatory membership of Redeemer 
University College): 


3. Promote Redeemer among Alumni and in the community. 


Council members serve a three-year term with an option 

to stand for a second term. A full Position Description, 
Commitment Statement and Constitution; By-laws are available 
at redeemer.ca/alumni/governance. 


Please email a brief statement of interest by July 31, 2012 to 
Valerie Louter at viouter@redeemerca. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO ALUMNI ENEWS Paul and LORRAINE DYKSTRA RIDDER 
‘03 would like to announce the birth of 


Kathryn Maria, born November 8, 2011, 


Send an email to majordomofaredeemer.ca with a blank subject re Re 
Big sisters Isabelle and Megan are 


line. Th f th | t : cribe i 
I e body of the email must read only: subscribe alumninews extremely proud of her. 
Fj Facebook = Alumni Association - like our page MARCELLA KNIBBE HAANSTRA ‘Dé and 
Linkedin - join our group Steve Haanstra are happy to announce 
‘in| redeemer.ca/alumni for events and updates the birth of their son, Nicholas Gerrit, 
Email alumniofficefaredeemer.ca born on September 24, 2011. 


Following thirteen years in television 
production and primary constituent 


SAVE THE DATE! Rep 
support at Crossroads Television 
P — System in Burlington, Ontari 

Redeemer Alumni & Friends Golf Tournament : peas ion hs john eae 
saturday, September 15, 2012 -- book the date with your foursome team at EduDeo Ministries [formerly 

Worldwide Christian Schools Canada) 
reDiscover Redeemer Homecoming & Open House as Eastern Development Director. 
Saturday, September 79, 2012 Michael is married to Victoria Pizana, 


and along with 20 month-old son Ezra, 
are expecting their second child. They 


For more information on these events, contact Siege 
currently reside in Ridgeville, Ontario. 


alumniofficefaredeemer.ca or watch the Redeemer Alumni 
Association Facebook page for updates. 


REDEEMER ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. 
STUDENT AWARDS PROGRAM 


Through RAASAP, alumni provide $5,000 in student support 
annually: one $2,000 Leadership Award and two $1,500 — 
Leadership Bursaries. 


If you are considering a gift to RAASAP, you have a number of options: 


1. Designate a gift directly to RAASAP 

2. Alumni who choose to become members or to renew their membersh 
the university have the choice of directing their membership giftta: 
¢. RAASAP and the Alumni Fund ; 
d. RAASAP and the Redeemer Fund, or 
e. the Redeemer Fund, 


Please give to RAASAP today. Visit redeemer.ca/alumni/raasap (click on 
Helps link and use the drop-down box and comments field to indicate your | 
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Bright Light, 
Big Heart 


OB VAN HARTINGSVELDT "95 was lifted up into the arms of 
God on Saturday, March 17, in his 42™ year, after a hard-fought 
atthe with cancer. 


Rob is well-remembered by many in the Redeemer community for his 
sift of music, He met friends Paul Hogeterp, Pete Zantingh and Fred 
Geus at Redeemer and for years they made music together, eventually 
forming the folk/reck band the Immigrants. They recorded 4 albums 
together and toured across Canada. Although the Immigrants have 
not officially toured or recorded since 2004, Rob, Paul, Pete and Fred 
continued to make music together for their own enjoyment and to the 
delight of their families and friends. Their strong friendship has been 
grounded in over 20 years of music-making and sharing life together. 


Rob is survived by his loving wife Jennifer and their two children, India 
Grace and Sawver Rhodes. Ac his funeral, it was noted that Rob made 
life more full: whether caring for his children as their stay-at-home 

dad, building a deck, filling a room with his contagious laugh or uniting 
people through his great gift of music, Rob brought out the best in 
others around him. Never afraid to transparently share his convictions, 
or question others about life. Rob's life was an example to us all to never 
stop challenging ourselves. 


Rob, thank you for sharing your music, life and laughter with us. @ 
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Where 
Mortals Dwell 
| A Christian View of Place 

for Today 


Craig G. Bartholomew 
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The business of development 


R. VAHAGN ASATRYAN, in collaboration with Professor Emeritus Dr. John Boersema, 
has received a CCCU (Couneil for Christian Colleges and Universities) grant for 
an international development project. The purpose of this curriculum development and 
research project is to develop and deliver a customized Christian business education 
program aimed at business-people, students, and government employees in emerging 
economies, and to investigate its possible effects on business practices over time. The 
goal is to equip the program participants with a Christian worldview and principles to 
fight corruption, unethical (business) practices, and, consequently, to alleviate poverty, 
unemployment levels in the country of interest as well as to transfer knowledge among 
internationally collaborating researchers. 


What is place? 


Fo DR. CRAIG BARTHOLOMEW, H. Evan Runner Professor of Philosophy and Religion 
and Theology, place is “ubiquitous and always particular” For him, place is his backyard 
in Hamilton, the hills of South Africa, where he grew up, and the office where he works. But it 
is also “a rich, thick concept, notoriously difficult to define.” and one that the Western world, 
including Christians, have begun to lose. 


In his new book, Where Mortals Dwell --.A Christian View of Place for Today, Dr. Bartholomew 
provides a biblical, theological, and philosophical grounding for place in our rootless culture, 
and articulates a hopeful Christian vision of placemaking for today’s world. He illuminates 
the importance of place throughout the biblical canon, in the Christian tradition and in the 
contours of contemporary thought. Where Mortals Dwell will be of interest to professors and 
students in Bible, culture, environment and practical theology courses, as well as thoughtful 
laity and pastors interested in place and related environmental themes. 


Where Mortals Dwell -- A Christian View of Place for Today is published by Baker Academic and is 
available at the Redeemer Campus Bookstore, Amazon.com and ChristianBooks.com. 


Heron River takes flight © 
_)ROFESSOR EMERITUS OF ENGLISH Hugh Cook launched his latest book, Heron River, 
earlier this year with readings at Redeemer and across southwestern Ontario. 


Heron River, which the Hamilton Spectator calls “a work of literary fiction that is thematically 
dark yet absorbingly comic,” explores human error and redemption, tragedy and triumph, 
and confronts the possibilities for human forgiveness and love amidst adversity. The story 

is set in a small Ontario town. Madeline Harbottle, a woman with a debilitating illness, seeks 
solace from the pain of the past and the challenges of the present. Her son Aaron, damaged 
from a tragic childhood accident, finds security in his routine existence, until he falls prey 

to a cunning deception. Jacob Cunningham, a gifted thirteen-year-old boy, harbours a dark 
secret that he must confront in order to be whole. A young female police officer named Tara 
Burnaby tries to solve a string of break-ins following the murder of an elderly woman, and the 
previously staid small town reacts anxiously to the fact of a killer in their midst. 


Both the author and the book were featured in the Weekend Reader section of the March 30 
Hamilton Spectator, Links to the articles are available at the Redeemer website. Professor Cook 
was one of Redeemer’s original faculty members and retired from full-time teaching in 2005. 
But he hasn't slowed down too much; beyond this — his fourth book—Professor Cook was one 
of the featured authors at this April's “Festival of Faith and Writing” at Calvin College. For 
more information on Heron River and his previous works, visit www. hugh-cook.ca. 
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Dr. Bowen awarded 
ARIHE lectureship 


D>: DEBORAH BOWEN, Professor of English, has been 


awarded the post of 2012-2013 lecturer for the Association 
for Reformed Institutions of Higher Education (ARIHE). 
Colleges and universities in various streams of the Reformed tradi- 
tion in North America have invited Dr. Bowen to speak on their cam- 
puses, helping them to celebrate the gifts of literarure and language. 


Dr. Bowen says she was shocked and surprised at the news. “Because 
I'm an Evangelical Anglican, | wasn't really sure if 1 could even be 
considered very seriously” she shares. “[t's a lovely compliment to the 
growth of Redeemer’s ‘hospitably Reformed’ profile that I'm judged 
to be a respectable ambassador to and for the Reformed colleges that 
belong to ARTHE” 


Dr. Bowen is ready to accept invitations to up to six schools in total. At 
present, she has confirmed a visit to Trinity Christian College in Chi- 
cago in February 2013 and there are also plans for her to visit New St. 
Andrew's College in Moscow, Idaho, Other plans could include travel 
to Christian institutions in California, Georgia, Michigan, and Alber- 
ta. In addition, she will serve as Redeemer’s “World and Our Calling” 
lecturer in January, 2013. 


Throughout her visits, she will be speaking on three or four topics, 
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including that of her 2012 inaugural lecture, “"What's the use of sto- 
ries that aren't even true? Narrative and the Christian reader” In 
general, her teaching will focus on story and imagination, literature 
and practical ethics, poetry and common grace, and narrative and 
epistemological humility. 


“I am looking forward to talking about things that matter very much 
to me, as a Christian literary scholar, with students and faculty who 
could be encouraged or challenged by what I've learned,” says Bo- 
wen. “lam also glad to speak as a woman into the wider Christian 
academic community which is even now inclined to hear more fram 
men rather than from women.” 


She hopes that the Redeemer community will feel able to support her 
as she travels throughout North America to “champion the cause of 
the Christian imagination, 


“Pray that we may see good fruit from this lectureship, Bowen says. 
“Perhaps in terms of future academic collaborations, new connec- 
tians between students and faculty across the continent, and a rich 
interchange of ideas between sister institutions.” 


To learn more about ARTHE, and to stay up-to-date on Dr. Bowen's 
lectureship, visit wwwariheorg 


“*RIHE 


Association of Reformed Inatinunons of Higher Education 
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Health Sciences Set to Launch 


T HAS BEEN a busy and exciting few months for Redeemer as it prepares to welcome students this fall into its new Health Sciences 
program. In March, Dr. Heather Strong was appointed the first full-time faculty member in the program. A Redeemer alumna, Dr. 
Strong has a Ph.D. from McMaster University, specializing in Health and Exercise Psychology. 


Redeemer has also announced $50,000 worth of scholarships and awards for students in the Health Science program, One of these, 
The Dr. Maureen Andrew Health Sciences Scholarship, has been established in honour of Dr, Maureen Andrew, a world-renowned and 
well-loved pediatrician. 


These awards were announced at Redeemer at an information event for local health sciences professionals. “There is a lot of excite- 
ment about this program and what impact it may have at Redeemer, in Hamilton, and beyond,” says Dr. Doug Needham, Dean of 
Sciences and Social Sciences, A similar event for health science professionals in Owen Sound attracted six physicians and a number of 
others from the field. 


For more information about the program, please visit www.redeemer.ca/healthsciences. 


Your invitation to advertise in Tangents 


members of the Redeemer community (faculty, staff, students, alumni and other supporters) share their perspectives 
on issues which, although they may differ, demonstrate a shared belief in our identity as followers of Christ. Tangents 
highlights where and how that identity is impacting individual lives and communities on a local, national and global level. 


iy NGAGING, THOUGHT-PROVORKING, COMPELLING—that’s what Tangents is all about. Through this magazine, 


Get your message about your products and/or services out to more than 15,000 alumni and friends—and beyond, through an 
extensive online presence. This is a great opportunity for you to reach an audience that cares about the issues you care about. 
Contact adsales@redeemerca for details on rates, sizes and formats and to book ad space or submit artwork. 


What's in it for your business? The opportunity to: 

* Showcase your business, church or school alongside other like-minded organizations 
* Raise your business profile 

* Attract new business 

* Sell more of your products and/or services 
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CLOSING THE CIRCLE 


details of all the events, photos and 


Around 
the Corner 


A look at upcoming events and activities 
at Redeemer University College. For 
updates and more detailed information, 
please visit the News and Events section 
of our website: www.redeemer.ca/news. 


SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 22 


Redeemer is very 

pleased to announce that 
international recording 
artist Brian Doerksen will 
be the keynote speaker 

at Refresh and Renew, 
Redeemer’s annual 
worship conference. 
Worship leaders, 

pastors and others are 
invited to attend this 

day which is designed 

it expand participants" 
understanding of worship, 
the development of 

their gifts, the renewal 

of their commitment to 
ministry and to their refreshment for the year ahead. Cheek the 
conference website: www.redeemer.ca/ worship for details an 
other speakers and sessions. 


CELEBRATING 30 YEARS 

September will mark a milestone for Redeemer University 
College — it was 30 years ago, in 1982, when Redeemer opened 
its doors to students for the first time, In that Pioneer Year, 
there were just eight full-time faculty members and ninety- 
seven students, but they were backed by a broad community of 
supporters who were committed to the creation of a Christian 
university in Ontario, 


We will commemorating and celebrating this anniversary 
throughout the 2012-13 academic year, We will 

be launching a special website 
wwwredeemerca/30—that will have 


timelines, and an opportunity for 
vou. Redeemer’s alumni and broader 
Support community, tir share VOT 
memories of what God has done 
through these first three decades of 
Redeemer University College. 
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John Krueger 


N MARCH 23, 2012, the world lost a wise and 

Godly man who had blessed Redeemer's com- 

munity more than twenty years. Career and 
Academic Support Coordinator John Krueger collapsed 
at his desk and passed away, leaving his wife Martha, 
son Nathan and daughter, Rachel. John Kreuger was 
just 58 years old. 


John was born in Kitchener and had a conversion expe- 
rience to Christianity in his teen years, This influenced 
his decision to attend first Briercrest Bible College, 
and then Ontario Bible College, where he met Martha, 
who would become his wife. John completed his BA 
at the University of Waterloo and then his Masters of 
Education in Toronto. While in Toronto, John and 
Martha welcomed their son Nathan, and shortly after 
the move to Redeemer in 1990, their daughter Rachel 
was born. 


John spent several years working at InterVarsity 
Fellowship before he took up his role at Redeemer. 
John Wes Very much at home in an academic environ- 
ment, and his work reflected Redeemer’s commitment 
to student success. In particular, John had a real heart 
for helping those adult students who entered the uni- 
versity after a number of years away from school. His 
passion for learning and helping others made his job 
at Redeemer a perfect fit for him. One of the fruits 
of his work was his book, Discovering Your Vocation: A 
Student's Guide to Discerning God's Call, which has helped 


thousands of students over the years find a career path 
that incorporates not just their gifts, but their calling, 


During the funeral, and later at a memorial service 
at Redeemer, many stories were told of John's pas- 
sion for reading, deep conversation, music, and na- 
ture. Family, friends and colleagues shared memories 
of John and his caring spirit and listening ear. John 
always tried to be a hopeful presence to those who 
were in need of encouragement. For us as Student 
Life staff, his authenticity would often shine through 
during a coffee-break where he would share the joys 
and challenges of life as a Christian, husband, parent, 
church-leader, Blue Jays fan, concert-attendee, and 
much more, 


After the memorial service, members of the Student 
Life team and John's family went for a hike in the 
Dundas Conservation Area. It was a fitting memory 
of John—an avowed nature lover with a particular 
affinity for the Niagara Escarpment, he would often 
lead the Student Life team on hikes during depart- 
mental retreats. 


John will be missed by many students, alumni, co-work- 
ers, and student development colleagues from across 
Canada. If you have a fond memory of John, please 
email it to rememberingjohnkruerer@redeemerca. We 
would also ask that you pray for John’s family, friends, 
students and colleagues who are mourning his loss, @ 
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